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the existence only of eae or the other in the ab- 
stract and not in the #»ncrete, there might be a 
atate ot future puoishmnt, without a state of fu- 
ture rewards, and a state of future rewards with- 
out a state ot future punishments. Tbe necessity 
of the existence of both states rest only on the con- 
dition that the respective qualities of which they 
are the results assume a concrete form. Good and 
evil having assumed a concrete form, the existence 
of both states follows and the admission of the ex- 
istence of the one U logically the admission of the 
existence of both. 

If it be assumed as an evidence ot a state of 
future rewards that the righteous are not sufficient- 
ly rewarded in this werld and that there 1b no 
visible distinction made between them and the 
wicked in the administration of God's providence 
it can also be assumed with equal truth as evidence 
of a state of future punishments that the wicked 
are not sufficiently punished in this world, and 
that there ib no visible distinction made in provi- 
dence between them and the righteous. 

An equitable administration of justice requires 
both a stnte of future rewards and a state of future 
punishments — and if there is a God, He is just; 
and if He has a government, it is one of justice. 
In Bhort if there is no bell, there is no hciveri"; 
and if there is neither, there are no such qualities 
in the universe as good and evil and if there are 
no 8Uch qualities, there is not an intelligent, free, 
moral agent in tbe universe — in fact, universal be- 
ing involving mind and matter, relations princi- 
ples, and things, is a universal falsehood. 

The scriptures contrast the future happiness ot 
the righteous and the future punishment of the 
wicked, and use the same turns as to the duration 
of each. 

"Many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt." Daniel is speak- 
ing of the resurrection of the righteous and the 
wicked, and of their reward and punishment, after 
that event. The .word rendered "Many" in this 
text is also rendered "Multitude." The sense of 
the verse is that the multitude of them that sleep 
in the earth shall awake, etc. The resurrection 
spoken of shall be a general one, for the righteous 
and wicked are both included, and there is no 
other distinction in favor of a partial resurrection. 
The reward and punishment spoken of are after 
this resurrection, there fere they are rewards and 
punishments after this life — after death. The 
duration of both is described by the same word, it 
is "Everlasting life" and "Everlasting contempt." 
Let us see what is the general usage of this word in 
the old Bible ; "Abraham called on the name of 
the everlasting God. "The eternal God is thy ref- 
uge and underneath xre the everlasting arms, 
"Lift up your heads, ye gates ; and be ye lifted 
up, ye everlasting doors ; and the King of glory shall 
come in." "Lead me in the way everlasting." 
"The righteous is an everlasting foundation." "And 
the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 
come to Zion with songs of everlasting joy upon 
their heads." "The Lord is the true God, he is 
the living God, and an everlasting King." "I 
will give them an everlasting name, that shall not 
be cut off." "The Lord shall be unto thee an ever- 
lasting light. Everlasting joy shall be unto them. 
Nebuchadnezzar in his proclamation to the people 
in speaking of God, says ; "His kingdom is an 
everlasting Kingdom. After the terrible judgment 
which fell on Nebuchadnezzar, be says, "And 1 
blessed the Most High and I praised and honcred 
him that liveth forever. Said Darius,, 
decree, that in every dominion of my 
men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel ; 
for he is ihe living God and Bteadfast forever." 
Speaking of the kingdom of Christ, Daniel says : 
"In the days of Kings shall the God of heaven set 
up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed. 
"The saints of the Most High shall take the king- 
dom, and possess it forever." 

"The man clothed in linen held up his 

right and left hand unto heaven, and swore by him 
that liveth forever." "The Lord is good, his 
mercy is everlasting." "The mercy of the Lord is 
from everlasting even to everli sting upon tbem 
that fear him." Tbe good man shall not be moved 
forever. "Thy righteousness is an everlasting 


righteousness." "In a little wrath I bid my face 
from thee a moment; but with everlasting kindness 
will I have mercy on thee, sayeth the Lord thy 
Redeemer for this is as the waters of Noah unto 
me ; lor as I have- sworn that the waters of Noah 
should no more go over the earth ; so have I sworn 
that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke 
thee. For tbe mountains shall depart, and the 
hills be moved, but my kindness shall not depart 
from thee, neithei shall the covenant of my peace 
be removed, saieth the Lord that hath mercy on 
thee. 

I have given you enough of the scriptures to 
show you from general usage the term everlasting 
means duration without end, and tbat this is its 
primary meaning in the Bible. Duration without 
end is the proper and usual signification of the 
terms, everlasting, eternal etc. If not, we have no 
word to express eternal duration, except by infer- 
ence. 

The word is never to be considered as used 
figuratively, unless when used with reference to 
things whose nature from necessity li units its mean- 
ing. If this is not a sound rule of interpretation, 
nothing can be relied upon when expressed in the 
words* of language. Tbe subject to which the 
word refers must demand necessarily its limita- 
tion, or only a part of its meaning. When appli- 
ed to life and death, to angels and God — to any 
thing beyond time — they mean duration without 
end. No such necessity is found when applied to 
things in time and of time simply, the use is 
figurative, and they mean a longer or indefinite 
period. For instance, everlasting mountains, per- 
petual hills, everlasting Abrahamic covenant. 
The subjects demand from their nature a limitation, 
and the use is figurative. We talk about eternal 
mountains, to-day and we deed propertj to our 
heirs forever. 

If everlasting and eternal do not mean duration 
without end, thuy have no literal meaning at all 
and there never was a word which had only a 
figurative meaning. Their veiy use as figures 
when a great length of time was required, confirms 
what we call their literal meaning. I might refer 
you to numerous passages in the Bible rendered 
"Forever and ever" which are but more intensive 
ways of expressing the biinple meaning of the word 
everlasting. They all comfirm and strengthen 
our position I might say, however that "Forever 
and ever" is never used in a limited sense. How 
terrible the text becomes, "Many of them that 
sleep in the dust ot fie earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlast- 


ing contempt ;" and how boldly the truth stands 


"I make a 
kingdom, 


out, it there is no eternal punishment for the wicked 
there is no eternal reward for the righteous. 

In the New Testament we have fiual and future 
state of tho righteous and wicked in many places 
in contrast, aud the same terms used with reference 
to the duration of both. Hear a few out of a great 
many : "And these shall go away unto everlast- 
ing punishment ; but the righteous into life eter- 
nal." The reference of this verse to the tuture state 
of the righteous and wicked is indisputable. It is at 
the end of a chapter full of such contrasts, and the 
retribution of tbe wicked in the chapter is appall- 
ing, which will be noticed in its proper place. 

"Everlasting punishment" — "Life eternal" — 
"Everlasting" and "Eternal" are tbe different ren- 
derings of the same word. The word in both in- 
stances is, everlasting punishment, everlasting life, 
eternal punishment, eternal life. Jt means primari- 
ly and literally duration without end. When 
used witb reference to things temporal its use is 
figurative, '.'He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved ; but he that believeth nut shall be 
damned." The damnation is as final and unend- 
ing as the salvation. No probation beyond such 
a thing is never intimated in the Bible. Univesal- 
ism would make the verse read, "He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved ; but he that believeth 
not shall be saved too." With such a reading, 
gospel and faith are both nonsense. Other passages 
I will consider thereafter ; suffice it to say that 
every word which means duration without end, 
and is applied to the duration of God, and the 
happiness and continued being of the righteous, is 
applied to the punishment and continued being of 
the wicked. 


The following scriptures are quoted, to show 
that there are terms which show the eternity of 
God and the eternity ul the happiness of the righte- 
ous, which are not used with reference to the 
wicked ; "Uncorruptible God." "This corruptible 
must put on incorrupt ion, and this mortal must 
put on immortality." After the power of an eudles* 
life. Uncorruptible and immortal means indissolu- 
bility, indestructibility — the idea of duration is 
not in them. Eternal duration from these words 
is but an inference. And if they are ever used with 
reference to this ide *, the use is figurative. Every 
word meaning duration without eud is used with 
reference to the future punishment of the wicked, 
and the same words which tell us God is eternal,, 
and the happiness of the righteous is eternal. I 
can not express duration without an end without 
the use of the words eternal everlasting. The 
eternal punishment of the wicked, the eternal 
happiness of the righteous and the eternity of (J mi, 
as far as Revelation is concerned, form the same 
building. 

The universalis and annihilationist have placed 
their shoulders against the basement pillars, and 
if they succeed the whole structure falls, but they 
and their colaborers may toil and sweat, and leave 
their bones to moulder away in the cellars, but 
God lives on, the righteous shout in, and the damn- 
ed groan on throughout all eternity — O Eternity I 
The meaning of such a word in its connection with 
the future punishment of the wicked is dreadful. 
Its significance is high and wide and deep and 
grand as God is. He fills it, and it fills Him. U 
Eternity ! 

All languages beg at thy footstool for one word 
to tell thy name ; and all sciences pile their symbols 
at thy feet, and implore thee for one illustration of 
thy length. But thy oracles are dumb because of 
the dullness of the querist God can only be thy 
question. And thy vast pendulum beating to the 
birth and death of words, even vibrating, goes and 
comes, and comes and goes forever and all we can 
do is to gaze in silent wonder. Eternity ! Mother 
of cycles and parent of ages, whose incalculable 
and incomprehensible value no subtraction can 
diminish, no addition increase, — thou only type of 
Diety, and day of His duration wh.it must be thy 
sigufficance when joined to the stern penalty ot 
sin thou becomest to the lost Eternal ifenth ? 

Dreadful phrase! It will be written with at 
fiery pen upon all the walls of hell, and seared into 
every arch by the lightning's blare, and sounded 
through every dungeon by tbe thunder's horrid 
breath . It is the motto upon the seal of God which 
fastens the doors of woe. There are no farwells in 
heaven. Such a word never rang in ehords of 
breaking anguish from the harps of tbe redeemed, 
or shreaked in their harmonious prelude?, or danced 
upon their vibrating strings — also there are no 
farewells in hell — Eternity! Eternity! May 
it ring through your ears. It always is the first 
motive to prompt a sinner to repent. 

In my next I will give you the interpretation ot 
the words everlasting and eternal. 

A Hebhew and Greek acuoLAn. 
Scotts Ford, Va. 


Be not Envious One of Another. 

The first that we read of enviousness is in the 
Bible where Cain was envious because Abie's offer- 
ing was more acceptable in the sight of God than 
bis own. And we believe that it still exists in the 
world. We find it in the day schoul, Sabbath 
school and in the Cnurches. In school, if one 
learns a little easier and have their lessons a little 
better than some of the rest, they get envious of 
them and try to do them some harm. Not long 
since I read an account of several schoolgirls, one 
of whom always had good lessons and got the 
highest seat in her class, and one of the girls was 
envious because she had better success and said 
that she could have good lessons too if she would 
copy the answers and take them to her class. 
Now she thought that she would do her some barm 
by saying that and get the others to think that she 
did not get her many credit marks in an honest 
way. This should not be. We should try to help 
each other along instead of trying to injure them if 
they have better success than we have. 

If we have our hearts filled with that love which 
comes from God the Father, it will prompt us to 
rejoice in the welfare of others and not to be- 
en vious when our neighbor has better success 
than we. Now let us little folks always try to 
help each other along even if there are others a 
little smarter than us. If we can help them let ua 
do so and we will not be without our reward. 

Kateoba L. Wolfs. 

Louisville, 0. 


